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A painting is something that you look at; its appearance is everything. And yet, as a work of art, this image goes beyond mere depiction of Frida Kahlo. How does this work go beyond appearances?
This painting presents or explores the traits of Kahlo's personality and her sense of personhood. For instance, she goes ahead and puts on a necklace that is made of thorns, and it is piercing into her flesh. This is symbolic in that it represents the feminine beauty and suffering, and death and new life; death is represented by the dead bird and new life by the butterflies. This portrait has also gone beyond appearance since by looking at it, it evokes questions. The combination of the above-mentioned shows that this portrait has gone beyond appearances.
Self-portraiture, as a genre, treats the artist as the central motif of the work. Are there any events in Frida Kahlo's life that might be referenced in this painting?
Yes, some events in Kahlo's life are represented by the painting.  For instance, the painting is linking with her life by having a necklace piercing in her flesh; this represents the point in life where she was involved in an accident and also her unhappy marriage to the artist Diego Rivera. 
Kahlo's use of thorns makes an iconographic reference to what?
The use thorns by Kahlo in his painting represent the pains that she has been going through in her life. It might also represent the struggles that one goes through in attaining beauty.
The necklace is a motif associated with beauty. Does a necklace of thorns comment on the burden of beauty? Notice that the thorns are piercing Kahlo's neck. What does a necklace of thorns say about beauty?
The necklace of thorns is commenting on the burden that comes with beauty; one has to pay for beauty.
The necklace of thorns shows that beauty has to be attained after struggling. A person has to pay for the beauty either through sacrificing her time or other meaningful resources such as money and before one pays, she has to feel the burden of paying for such things.
Kahlo said, "They thought I was a surrealist, but I wasn't. I never painted dreams. I painted my reality." What do you think she meant by "painting (her) own reality"?
Kahlo took to the painting what she was going through in her life at that time or previously.  From the text, it is clearly said that she was married to a man who mistreated her and also she had previously been involved in an accident. This means that she was going through some challenges.
Kahlo was married to the artist Diego Rivera, and they knew each other's work very well. What are some similarities, in subjects and visual methods between their art? What are some differences?
They appear to share a deep sense of patriotism.
They also share a sculptural composition that reflects back to Aztec reliefs.
In contrast, Kahlo's work appears personal.
In art history, not only in Kahlo's art, butterflies are often symbols of rebirth or resurrection. Why might butterflies be used in this way?
From the text it is said that Kahlo was involved in an accident, so since butterflies symbolize resurrection, they might be referring to her rebirth after the accident. 
It has been suggested that the monkey, which in Mexico iconography can be a symbol of lust, is there to represent Diego Rivera. Note that the monkey is pulling on the thorns, causing Kahlo to bleed. Why might Kahlo use the monkey to symbolize her ex-husband?
The monkey is used to represent the ex-husband since he made he go through hard life. Kahlo might have gone through depression during the time that she lived with the husband.  Also, the monkey might have been used to represent the ex-husband since he might be yearning to make her life miserable. 
Notice how Kahlo stares straight ahead but does not make eye contact with the viewer. Does the picture suggest someone looking at herself in a mirror or someone interacting with her viewer? 
The picture can suggest, either way, that is, Kahlo might be staring at herself in a mirror or might be looking at her viewer.  
How does this painting make you feel? Does it encourage you to adopt the feelings of the artist?
The painting is making me feel sorry for Kahlo since it seems like she has been going through depression by looking after her stare. She has been in an unhappy marriage and was also involved in an accident. 
It has encouraged me to accept the feelings of the artist since she has been going through a challenging life.







